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Bill seeksqicker sserchesfor missing adults

BY 6RYNN MANDEL

‘ REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

' WATERBURY — Changesin
how authorities handle missing-
person cases involving adults
may be ontheway.

That's partlﬁ because of ad-
vocatesfrom thefamily of acity
man who disappeared nearly

| threeyearsago.

. State Reps. Vickie Nardello,

' D-Prospect, and Stephen Dar-

| gen, D-West Haven, haveintro-

uced legidation that would set
 protocols for when someone is
| reported missing to police.

~ The process that unfolds now

- when an adult is reported miss-
ing to authorities varies.

Dependinig on the depart-
ment — and even an individual
officer — waiting periods to file
a missng-person report can
range from hours to days, ex-
perts say. Mot police depart-

ments base their re-

nse on whether
there are sgns of
things like despon-
dency or foul play
which dicit a swifter
response  than, ,
someone prone to tek-
ing of f without notice.

But federal law re-

uires police to imme-
diately enter reports
into state and national databas-
es of juvenileswho disappear.

"We seem to have more
guiddlines for underage adoles-
cents, but for adults there's not
the same guiddines" said Dar-
gan, cdlingthefirst hoursinin-
vestigations criticdl.

"We hope that were able to
set some standards aswe gofor-
ward that will be helpful to law
enforcement and victims (fami-
lies).”

Connecticut's proposal comes

Smolinski

a the behest of
Cheshire's Janice
Smalinki  and  her
family, who met with
Nardello to discuss
shoring upthe law.

InAl{&ust 2004, Billy
Smolinski Jr., Janice’s
then-31-year-old son,
vanished from hisHol-
ly Street home, leaving
behind his keys, wal-
let, truck and do%.

Saying they had exhausted
their resources, this past Au-

ust Waterbury police asked
the FBI to getinvolvedinthein-
vestigation.

City police deferred com-
ment on the proposed changes
in law until its specifics were
more clearly defined.

"Weve found, in the last 2%
years, that the system is broke,”
said Janice Smolinski, who has
heard the same cry from other

families of missing adults.

Of themore than 7,300 peocial e
reported missing and recorded
in the Nationa Crime Informa-
tion Center by police in Con-
necticut in 2004, 36 percent
were adults. _

Testifying before the Public
Safety and Security Committee
in Hartford last week, Smalins-
ki outlined tools and training
she felt wasimportant.

This included:

» Establishing  standard
guidelines for swift police re-
gponses to reports of missing
persons. : ety

* Educating authorities
about locd and national DNA
databases and, in cases deemed
serious, requiring police to en-
ter DNA samplesinto them.

* Increasng information-
sharing between police and
medica examiners.

One god would be to help

identify "John Doe" corpses
and, inturn, close some missing
person cases. Some of these
Jn;reawr&s agggcl ui?ed Cl naNew

By pro| the Connecti-
cut one Iios based upon.. ;

"It may sve a life" sad
Smolinski. '

On Thursday, the legislative
committee voted to draft a for-
mally worded bill. Dargan sad
the exact language and contents
are evolving, and that both law
enforcement authorities and
advocatesfor the missngwould
be consulted.

Next, the committee would
vote to send the bill on in the
process toward becoming law.
A smilar proposal has been in-
troduced by state Sen. Tom
Gaffey, D-13th Didtrict. |

Connecticut's  proposal  is
one of several similarly being
cqr&sdered by dstates nation-
wide.



