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Billy Smolinski was 31 yeats old

when he disappeareni.

Paula collected fresh eggs every day,
rode ponies and horses, and learned
early on about responsibility and hard
work. The family was self-sufficient,
butchering their own beef and poultry,
and canning and freezing produce
from a vast garden.

Hay was grown in the fields and
Janice said “everyone participated in
the cutting, bailing, and loading of
it into the barn.” The children were
always outside feeding the animals,
fishing, riding their bikes or cruising
around the property on their quads.

“It was a great place to raise our
children,” Janice said. “There was
hardly any time for television, and
the kids didn’t show any interest in it
anyway.”

Janice said Billy was wildly
entertaining on the farm. “If he wasn’t
in a tree he’d be jumping out of a hay
loft,” she said. “He wanted to be a
stunt man and was always jumping off
of something. We made many visits to
the emergency room.”

It was indeed a great sort of old
fashioned life. Bill went off to work
at Pratt & Whitney and Janice stayed
home on the farm to cook, bake, clean
and raise her two children. She also
helped feed the animals and clean the
stalls. When asked by a reporter at
the Republican-American newspaper
to describe her background, Janice
Smolinski replied that “she was a
homemaker, nothing special, just
happy to be at home.”

She said “when the kids were small
she felt it was important that they had
a mom available at ALL times. I was
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Janice is trying to create a law in Connecticut that standardizes police response

to a missing person report. Her effort is being

state rep from the 89th District.
Janice is determined

to have something good
come out of Billy’s
disappearance.

Life on' the Naugatuck fal;n'z was idyllic for Paula and Billy.
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always on the other side of the door
when they came home from school,
activities, or I was able to drive them
wherever they needed to be.”

Seven years ago, Bill's dad, who
owned the property, decided to sell the
farm. “He was getting older and not
feeling well,” Janice said of her father-
in-law. “It was time for us all to move
on.”

Billy Smolinski was still living with
his parents on the farm and hated the
idea of the property being sold. “Billy

loved the farm,” Janice said. He was 26
years old and he didn’t like change.”
But change came. Janice and Bill

bought a nice home in Cheshire and
Billy was now on his own. Instead of
renting, he bought his own home in
the south end of Waterbury on Holly
Street.

The move off the farm signaled a
major shift in the Smolinski family.
“Farm life is a lot of work,” Janice said.
“Bill and I wanted a home that was
easier to maintain and we eventually

ponsored by Vickie Nardello, a

planned on moving to Florida. We
were downsizing our responsibilities.”

But when Billy disappeared in August
2004 the Smolinski’s world shattered.
A family that had been self-sufficient
for more than 30 years was now in
desperate need of help - help that has
yet to come.

When the Smolinskis realized the
police weren’t the answer, they’'ve
taken matters in their own hands.
Janice spends hours every day talking
to private investigators, coroners, DNA
experts, and journalists from all across
the country on the telephone and the
internet. They have created a website
called justice4billy.com

Janice’s best friend for the past 40
years is Robin Lichaj of Prospect. The
two became fast friends as freshman
at Watertown High School. The two
speak on the telephone every day and
Robin has witnessed a remarkable
transformation in Janice since Billy
vanished.

“Janice was always soft spoken and
shy,” Lichaj said. “She is very religious
and was completely devoted to her
family. To see what she is doing now
is remarkable. She’s gone from being a
French Poodle to a very aggressive and
determined Chihuahua. Janice is little,
but mighty.”

Lichaj said the secret to Janice
Smolinski’s strength is a mother’s love,
and a deep faith in God. “Janice will
never back down,” Lichaj said. “She
wants to know what happened to her
son and she is acting as any mother
would. When it comes to your offspring
the talons come out to protect. She is
going on a mother’s love.” e



