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Shelton sites searched for missing man  
Michelle Tuccitto Sullo, Naugatuck Valley Bureau Chief 
05/08/2007 

SHELTON — Law enforcement personnel from multiple 
agencies were in the city Monday investigating the case of 
a Waterbury man who has been missing since August 
2004.  
 
Representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, as 
well as Waterbury police, Shelton police, state police and 
the state’s attorney’s office are participating in the search 
for William Smolinski Jr. 
  
Smolinski was last seen Aug. 24, 2004, when he asked a 
neighbor in Waterbury to watch his dog, a German 
shepherd, for a few days, according to the FBI. Smolinski 
indicated that he was going to look at a car he was 
interested in buying. No one heard from him in a few days, 
and his family then contacted Waterbury police. Smolinski 
left behind his vehicle, wallet and keys, according to police, 
and hasn’t been heard from since. 
 
Waterbury police Lt. Chris Corbett said the FBI is the lead 
investigating agency on the case. According to Corbett, 
searchers did not find anything Monday.  
 
Shelton police Capt. Michael Madden said that authorities 
from the other agencies "were in Shelton following up on 
leads."  
 
Investigators focused on properties in the vicinity of 
Edgewood Avenue, Fort Hill Avenue and near a Route 8 
bridge, according to police. 
 
Lt. J. Paul Vance, a spokesman for the state Department of 
Public Safety, said state police detectives and canines 
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participated in the search.  
 
FBI spokeswoman Marybeth Miklos confirmed the bureau 
participated in a search Monday in Shelton, but she 
declined to comment further. 
 
"The investigation is still ongoing," she said. 
 
Smolinski, who goes by the nicknames of "Bill" and "Billy," 
was described as 6 feet tall and 200 pounds, with brown 
hair and blue eyes. He was 31 years old at the time of his 
disappearance.  
 
He had worked as an apprentice heating and air-
conditioning technician and as a part-time tow truck driver, 
according to the FBI.  
 
Anyone with information about Smolinski’s disappearance 
is asked to contact the FBI at 777-6311. 
 
Michelle Tuccitto Sullo can be reached at mtuccitto@nhregister.com or 789-5707.  
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